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Grab your lantern and follow the remarkable and world-famous Mammoth Cave explorerâ€”and

slaveâ€”Stephen Bishop as he guides you through the worldâ€™s largest cave system in this

remarkable homage to the resilience of human nature.Welcome to Mammoth Cave. Itâ€™s 1840

and my nameâ€™s Stephen Bishop. Iâ€™ll be your guide, so come with me, by the light of my

lantern, into the deepest biggest cave in all of the United States. Down here, beneath the earth,

Iâ€™m not just a slave. Iâ€™m a pioneer. I know the caveâ€™s twists and turns. It taught me to not

be afraid of the dark. And watching all these people write their names on the ceiling? Well, it taught

me how to read too. Imagine that. A slave, reading. But like I said, down here Iâ€™m not just a

slave. Iâ€™m a guide. Iâ€™m a man. And this is my story.
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Stephen Bishop is a man whose name I've heard all my life, being from Kentucky, and having spent

many happy hours in Mammoth Cave. I heard that a book about him had finally been written and I

was thrilled. Somehow I missed the part about it being a child's story. But even so, it misses the

mark. The illustrations are beautiful. However, I left the book with not one bit of information about

Mr. Bishop. What a pity that a man as interesting and intelligent as he was got a few words about a

slave in a cave. One of the other reviewers thrilled over the lyrical tone of the book. I would have



settled for information. Or a story. Stephen Bishop deserves so much more.

Sorry , I did not buy this book from you, but from my local bookseller. However, I wanted to post a

review, because it is important that books like this one aren't overlooked. This story is simple and

true. Most of the best stories are. I really appreciated the clear voice and the first person details

about the life of Stephen Bishop. The notes in the back are useful for more information about the

history. Bravo Ms. Henson and Mr. Collier for a great collaboration!

I loved it! A wonderful introduction to Stephen Bishop and his fascinating life. I did not know about

this aspect of Mammoth Cave, and am looking forward to now taking my son so we can appreciate

the history of the cave and the guides. Well written, beautifully illustrated and the Author's notes in

the back give you even more historical information about Stephen's life and Mammoth Cave.
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